
 

THE WEST AGAINST THE PEOPLE 
 
In the hay-day of the industrial revolution, with the decline of manual labor, blinded by the momentary 
unemployment, a collective panic broke; panic of the machines snatching all previously-manned jobs. None 
could have foreseen the long-term consequences of a world operated by mechanic contraptions. 
 
A couple hundred years onward, a vision of unfathomable wealth is the reality of a fairly large demographic 
in fairly small geographical regions of the world (which yet make the most racket and manifest the largest 
presence in world media), while manual labor is practiced mainly in lesser industrialized countries. It is a 
lifestyle unheard of for what is now the lower-middle classes in all of history, shorter work hours, more 
income, social benefits when applicable, insurances, freedom of movement and the means to take trips to 
far away parts of the world. 
 
A way of life hailed by the capitalist principal concept of endless accumulation of goods one ought to aspire 
to with insatiable hunger; A notion of property and ownership that was questioned by Proudhon and later 
more popular theorists. The 21st century brought along a turmoil of civilizations faced with the concepts of 
capitalism, that would rather benefit the already prevailing societies, and harness the secondary in an 
enslaving embrace, that only the already hungry and indigent can tolerate, too weak to fight or question. 
Financial exploitation is certainly not new, it is an ongoing war of the strong against the weaker, the 
stronger being the owner of technology, the means and the stamp at the border gates. 
 
Curiously, our well-fed societies are afraid that visitors from economically lagging and exploited lands would 
take over the same way the machines have a mere century ago.  We are living in the future depicted in 20th 
century science fiction novels, as we watch the jobs of the old world wither away – shoemakers, sign 
painters... whether this is a utopian or dystopian future, the question remains. I have already seen a few 
walls of separation in my 30 years on this planet and the notion of building yet new ones sickens me to the 
core. 
 
When my parents took their few belongings and left their state-owned and recently-privatized flat in Moscow 
to move to Tel Aviv, the soviet migration was certainly not welcomed by the Israeli population. The arriving 
skilled workers gradually filled the gap in the Israeli job market, causing a good deal of locals to fear for 
their own employment's future. 
Interestingly, it is often not the threat of the newcomer that is the cause of the rise in xenophobia, but rather 
the insecurities and paranoia ingrained in the host society itself. 
 
A Narrative of Identity In The Realm of Culture; The West. 
 
The West ; an extremely complicated term, layered with ambiguous connotations: According to one theory, 
the territory The West  is supposedly sprawled upon is "west of the Prime Meridian" (that would mean that 
Germany would be in the east, half of France would be in the west, and Ghana, Mali and half of Algeria, 
too). In reality and in a more loose context, it seems the term is used often to describe any territory from 
Europe to North America. But what about certain parts of South America? Australia? It is almost tempting to 
add South Africa to the list (and exclude all of Asia). 
When examining these populations you'd notice, The West  is referring to any territory with a high 
concentration of white european-descendants. Consequently, the term is rather ideology-based, and of 
course thus, the former socialist countries of eastern Europe would also be excluded. 



 

According to soviet ideology – later turned into a strange blend of capitalism with strong nationalistic notions 
– The West   is the enemy. I am not certain whether the old Russia would see itself as part of The West 
now either, but it certainly does not want to be left behind  (and hence, be excluded of "the first world"). 
 
The West  against its own people, The West  against every citizen of every territory that is not The West , 
and every citizen of every territory that is not The West  against itself, as well as against The West. 
 
Given the ambiguous future of the European Union, the rising Asian economies would quite possibly 
change drastically the division of wealth – will then The West  become an empty narrative of power devoid 
of factual power, a mere fascist fantasy? 
 
Heteronostalgia and The Heirarchy of Discriminations 
 
To own each one's privileges; Had I been of color, gay, trans, not-able-bodied person, I am certain that my 
life had been even more difficult than it already had. Being an immigrant twice and a woman adds certain 
levels of awareness – being anything but a white, cis, straight, able-bodied man, forces one to work harder 
towards any goal.  
I do believe there is a hierarchy of discriminations, that one could position in a particular order (a similar 
idea was abruptly hinted in Donna Haraway's ''Cyborg Manifesto''). When I laid down such a theory of 
hierarchy in writing, it was condemned as offensive, potentially even racist (a sad tendency of the left to turn 
against itself). 
 
The theory is an attempt to examine the relationship between different discriminatory categories (such as 
race, class, gender, biological sex, sexual orientation etc..) and factual distribution of unequal opportunities; 
it is certainly not an attempt to belittle any one's experience over another's, but an attempt to cope with a 
vile reality, rather than ignore it out of sheer political correctness. 
 
Certainly one discrimination doesn't nullify another, and each one isn't any less important than another, 
piling up marginalised identities could only lead to more discrimination and ranking them doesn't position 
them in any particular order other than that, that is examined in a given society, all of which is yet missing 
data; It is perhaps more likely at this stage for me to use such a theory in an art project, rather than a 
journal of sociology, yet if we examine the 2016 US presidential elections, one might presume that it is still 
better in today's America to be a white, racist, vulgar man than a white well-educated woman, perhaps even 
better to be a black man, than a white woman. Yet, of course these are singular examples that are operated 
by many invisible strings, given that both candidates were quite horrendous really. 
 
Haraway makes a distinction between the experiences of a white woman and a woman of color, that can 
only be united by the oppression (whose mechanisms are "division, competition and exploitation") – the 
oppression linked to potential wealth and poverty. We must take a stance and identify the hidden 
discriminatory factors that might play a role in each society, and we absolutely must take a stance in the 
struggle, in which we are all bound together.  
 
Last version of the text: Nov 22, 2016. 
I'd like to think Susanna for the insight. 
>> www.reference.com/geography/countries-make-up-western-world-2d4e86d6a92401ad 

http://www.reference.com/geography/countries-make-up-western-world-2d4e86d6a92401ad
http://www.reference.com/geography/countries-make-up-western-world-2d4e86d6a92401ad

