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Post-reunification Berlin was a big playground seemingly filled with infinite possibilities. In the former no-
man’s-land that covered the city, places suddenly sprung up out of nowhere, often lasting only for a few 
weeks, where history was going to be written. Techno, the new youth culture that would unite East and 
West Germany spread out from here at 180 beats per minute.

After the fall of the wall, Berlin was full of disused spaces and abandoned buildings, just waiting to be filled 
with new life. It was unclear who owns any of this, which allows the techno scene to take over these new 
empty spaces in both halves of the city. Clubs, galleries, ateliers and studios spring up – only to disappear 
again a few weeks later. Soon Berlin has become the epicentre of a new culture, attracting enthusiastic 
followers from all over the world to clubs like the Tresor and the E-Werk. Wearing gasmasks and welding 
goggles they dance the night away to the jackhammer sound of previously obscure Detroit DJs. Among them 
are writers, artists, photographers, musicians and designers. Techno quickly develops into a mass movement, 
finding its most exhilarating expression in the Loveparade.

DJs, club-owners, music producers, bouncers and scenesters, people from the centre of the movement and 
from its peripheries – in Der Klang der Familie they all get to have their say and paint a vibrant picture of a 
time when it felt like everything was possible.

The English translation of ‘Der Klang Der Familie’ will be published on 9th November 2014, which is the 
25th anniversary of the Berlin Wall coming down. One of the main catalysts that kickstarted the culture that 
Berlin is praised and known for today. In March 2012 Suhrkamp published Felix Denk and Sven von Thülen's 
oral-history Der Klang der Familie about Berlin's emergent techno scene to high critical acclaim, with a 
French translation in October 2013.

You can preview online on the release page the Preface and Four Chapters, taken from the Second Part of 
the book. In the timeline of the book it means November 1989 - December 1991. Subjects are: Ufo club, 
Tekknozid, Planet, Tresor and the overall situation in East Berlin after the Wall fell.
http://www.tailored-communication.com/release/der-klang-der-familie-book

A screening and reading will take place on November 8th at Berghain Kantine, Berlin.
The authors will present the English book and read a few chapters before screening the "director's cut" of 
their TV-documentary "In This Place Called Techno", that aired on German-French TV station ARTE in July 
and which is based on the book.

The documentary can be viewed at: http://wendeklang-film.de/

Praise for the german edition
‘A monumental work of pop history.’ Jens Balzer, Berliner Zeitung 
‘A great Berlin novel.’ Gerrit Bartels, Der Tagesspiegel 
‘For anyone wanting to understand techno and post-reunification Berlin, there is no way around this book.’ 
Anne Waak, Welt am Sonntag 
‘Yes, we needed this book! But more than that: It has the makings of an indispensable, definitive work.’ Daniel 
Fersch, Groove
‘A brilliant book about one of the most amazing things ever to happen in the history of pop.’ Tobias Rapp, 
Der Spiegel, Author of ‘Lost and Sound. Berlin, Techno and the Easyjet Set’.
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